
204.1 

PASTORS/PAROCHIAL VICARS 
 
INTRODUCTION:  A Pastor shall be appointed for a period of six (6) years and an 
optional additional six (6) years.  The Bishop will consider the recommendations of 
the Clergy Personnel Advisory Board regarding the assignments of Pastors and 
Parochial Vicars.  Pastors who have reached the age of 65 before their terms are 
completed shall be given special consideration if they wish to remain in office. 
 
PASTORS 
 

1. The pastor is to take possession of the parish by the date mandated by the Bishop.  
He does so by making a Profession of Faith and Oath of Fidelity, as well as 
signing the parish transfer papers.  This is done in the presence of the Bishop or 
the Regional Vicar. 

 
2. It is encouraged that the Profession of Faith and the Oath of Fidelity take place at 

a public ceremony with the community present.  The Bishop/Regional Vicar 
presides at the installation. 

 
3. Upon change of assignment, parish transfer papers are signed by the out-going 

pastor, new pastor, and vicar.  These papers are to be placed in the parish and 
diocesan archives. 

 
4. The pastor is to provide pastoral care to the parish community under the authority 

of the Bishop’s ministry in which he is called to share with cooperation of other 
priests/deacons and with assistance of lay members of Christ’s faithful (Canon 
519). 

 
5. The pastor shall give a financial report at least yearly to the parish. 

 
6. The pastor helps the parish to see its role and relationship within diocesan, 

national and universal Church. 
 

7. A priest may submit a request to the Bishop for retirement for reasons of age at 
the age of seventy (70).  In accordance with Canon 538, a pastor must submit his 
resignation to the Bishop at the age of seventy-five (75). 

 
PAROCHIAL VICARS 
 

The parochial vicar is assigned to the parish, not the pastor.  Pastor and parochial 
vicar together determine parochial duties and responsibilities in fulfilling the total 
parochial ministry, as described in Canons 548-552.       

 


